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MEZZATORRE HOTEL

Ischia, Italy

It was inevitable that the reopening of Mezzatorre
would make Ischia the ultimate beach hotspot of

the year. In only four months the visionary hotel

maven Marie-Louise Scio (of Il Pellicano and La AWARD-WINNER

Posta Vecchia fame) worked her magic on her lat-

est Iralian dream hotel, a turreted beauty on the W

same estate on the north side of the island where C S
Luchino Visconti used to live at the fairytale Villa

Colombaia. Scio’s impeccable taste and style (who
else could create a sell-out line of Birkenstock chic From ]np hotels to hibiscus bellini bars, palm—shaded pools‘ to langmd
rartan sandals?), aligned with her thorough un- lunch-spots, here’s where to hang out in your Missoni bikini
derstanding of how a dose of tradition mixed
with fantasy creates legendary beach-club scenes.
Mezatorre attracts her loyal clientele of glamor-
us romantics with its Santa Maria Novella spa
where the treatments focus on Ischia’s volcanic
caling thermal waters) and impressive salt-water
wols. There are fabulously maximalist Pierre Frey
ateriors in the main La Torre restaurant and a
wimming pool scene straight out of a Slim Aarons
hot with Missoni bikini-clad beauties posing
poolside. Every evening white-jacketed waiters
valwz on the terrace as the resident musician plays
Jassics on an antique piano. But the highlight of
cach day is the golden-hour dining experience
that starts over a long languid lunch ar La Baia
testaurant, the ultimate thatched beachside
hangout, where you can savour plates of spaghetti
alle vongole, grilled mussels in the most divine
tomato sauce and salt-baked sea bass alongside
Negroni sbagliatos the colour of the customised
1950s-inspired Ombrellificio Crema sun parasols
dotted along the cove below. With its intmate
clubby vibe and heady atmosphere, this beach-
side retrear offers a sensory overload like nowhere
else: you truly feel like the world outside can wait
Double, from £310 (pellicanohotels.com).
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